Information for PhD students on earning a Master’s Degree 
Students who enter the graduate program with a BA in Philosophy are generally admitted directly into the PhD program.  In the past, we have not offered these students the option of earning a Master's degree along the way.  Some PhD students would like to earn the MA, as this makes them eligible for certain teaching positions outside the university and for higher pay within MSU.

If you are enrolled in the PhD program and want to get an MA, all you need to do is meet the various requirements for the MA degree.  Since the MA program is designed to be completed in two years, and since the distribution, course credit, and logic requirements overlap considerably with the PhD requirements, this should be feasible for our doctoral students to do sometime in their second or third year.  Note that courses taken in other departments do not count towards the MA (but since the total number of credits required is only 30, not 45, this is unlikely to be an obstacle.)  

The one additional requirement will be the writing and presentation of either a Master’s Thesis or a Masters Paper.  For students who are already working towards a PhD, it should be fairly easy--and probably a very good exercise--for a student to rework a paper that they've written for  a class (or for a conference or possible publication) into a 20-40 page paper for public presentation. See the Graduate Handbook for more information about this (the Master’s Paper option is described as Master’s "Plan B" in section 2.2.1).  


Requirements for Master’s Degree (with Master’s Paper)

This is a summary of the requirements; see the Graduate Handbook for more details.

· 30 semester credits in PHL courses at the 400-level or  higher
covering 4 areas:  (1) Logic and Philosophy of Science; (2) Metaphysics and Epistemology; (3) Value Theory; (4) History of Philosophy
minimum of 16 cr. at the 800-level, including:

   PHL 800 and
                                a minimum of 3 seminars

                                a min. of 3 courses in the thesis area (approved by the Assoc. Chair)
maximum of 8 cr. of PHL 890 (independent study)

(PHL 899 credits do not count toward the 30 credits on this plan)

· Complete a philosophy paper worthy of public presentation and present it
· Meet department logic requirement
· Fulfill general university and college requirements for the M.A. degree

 Also note that certain courses do not count toward the 30 credits:




Foreign language courses



Credits taken to fulfill the logic requirement



Non PHL courses



Credits for courses or seminars for which the student has earned a grade of less than 3.0.

Master’s students may complete any of the master’s level graduate interdisciplinary specializations (some of which have their own admissions processes and standards), but courses/seminars outside the philosophy department do not count toward the credit requirements or area distribution requirements for the philosophy M.A. 

Master’s Paper

A master’s paper is (usually) developed out of a seminar paper that is already written, or some other similarly contained project or idea. It is usually about 20-40 pp. The presentation is like giving a paper at a colloquium, with questions and comments focused fairly narrowly just on the paper topic. The paper is developed with an advisor (a faculty member of the philosophy department), and is judged by a committee of the advisor and two more regular faculty members, at least one of whom is in the philosophy department. The participation of faculty from other units must be approved by the Associate Chairperson

If you are enrolled in the PhD program and would like to complete the requirements for the MA, please let the Associate Chair and Graduate Secretary know about your plans early in the semester in which you plan to earn the MA.
