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2024-25 Annual Report to the Department from the GradDirector: A Year of
Spirit Animals.
 
Midland, 4/23/2025
 

 
Good Afternoon Department! 
 
It is odd: years fly by the older we get. I've heard the following theory about this: the more we get
entrenched into routines and repetitions of the same, the faster time goes by; whereas with new
activities, changes in life, etc. time passes more slowly. I am not sure what McTaggart or Husserl
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would have said about this theory, but it makes me think that my life is pretty boring! Good that I
am the GradDirector!
 
And it is time again for the annual report!
 
First of all, there are good news: during my retreat with a large number of graduate students just
last week, we not only got lost in a labyrinth on a prayer trail, but I also learned how groovy some of
our students are. We have someone in the program who can ride horses without saddles, and
someone who turns daily cooking into a focal practice! Seriously, I did not know that philosophers
can do these things (though I vaguely remember that Prof. Dean can)! 
 
I also had to correct my pronunciation of Rhi-nose-rose which was Adorno's favorite non-human
animal. Here is what he says in Aesthetic Theory when he discusses the relation between expression
and art: "That aspect of the Etruscan vases that most resembles speech depends  most likely on
their Here I am or This is what I am, a selfhood not first excised by identificatory thought from the
interdependence of entities. Thus the rhinoceros, that mute animal, seems to say: 'I am a
rhinoceros.'" Hell, Jonathan, So Yoon and Delphine, explain this to me! 
 
Given this, the grad community proposed that we should come up with assigning spirit animals to
faculty and students. I wonder what a good spirit animal for Prof. Douglas would be like? As I do
not want to destroy my relationship with an esteemed colleague, I do not propose anything here
🙂. I am happy to receive proposals through the anonymous feedback box though. 
 
Moreover, I must - shamefully - admit that I neither had an idea that Rush has a song that is more
than 19 minutes long. Luckily, no one forced me to listen to it for 19min. Nor did I know who
Ms. Lauryn Hill is. I am not sure whether our graduate students now think that I am a complete
nerd. I also learned that you can drink Tequila without lime. I can tell you: I do not touch these
hellish drinks. I stay with German beer, or, perhaps, Cheboygan Blood Orange Honey (see last year's
report). Everything else makes you sick! 
 
I also now understand better that we have students who can talk about Frantz Fanon for 25 hours
without interruption! This is a philosophical filibuster, I guess. Wait, you think that 25 hours is a lot?
Think again! We admitted someone to the program who can talk about Henry Bugbee for 25.5
hours. It is just more complicated because this has to be done during a 4-day hike in wilderness.
And there is even more: one of our graduate students wants to yell at Hannah Arendt 24/7 because
she did not understand the historical facts behind the American Revolution. Poor Hannah. As if she
had not enough people yelling at her already! She was a stoic though and always responded to her
critiques with a mix of firmness and kindness like this: "I am afraid the disagreement is quite huge."
(Conference, Toronto, 1972). Cool. I like it. A true philosopher! Also good to know is that our former
president got in touch with her in 1975 (here). 
 
I could go on for hours. Is this lifelong education? 
 
All I can say is that we have a fantastic group of students who are articulated, theoretical, without
resentments, kind, and academically positioned within a wide range of questions, including

https://hac.bard.edu/amor-mundi/when-joe-biden-wrote-hannah-arendt-2020-08-06
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intellectual reflections on pressing issues that affect our lives. It is fun to be around them. I am
super happy to be GradDirector at this time. 
 
Now, we come to the bad news. Well... You expected it... There are none.
 
Here are the highlights of the GradDirector's report for AY 24-25. I'll cc the Associate Dean on this
so that the college can see how well we are working here in philosophy!
 
A GENERAL
 
A.0 Dates
 

Dates to keep in mind: the orientation for new graduate students will take place 8/20-8/22.
There are grad school workshops on 8/16, 8/18, and 8/19. I will ask faculty to come in for
30min slots during those days. I hope to change the structure of the orientation sessions
again this year to focus more on teaching, D2L and practical issues. The governance process
of graduate students has been streamlined. The results of the elections should come in earlier
than in recent years.

 
A.1 Overall
 

We had a normal - almost calm - year, after very busy years 21-23. We tackled a new
dissertation format policy on the graduate committee and began discussions about issues to
be addressed next AY: oral aspects of our milestones, distribution requirements, placement
process, and teaching issues. Our placement process must become more supportive: this will
receive highest priority for next year. In addition, I am almost certain that we need to talk
more about AI in graduate education, including seminar papers and dissertations. 
 
Unfortunately, we have to go through an internal assessment next year. Background
information can be found here: 
 
https://grad.msu.edu/strategic-program-assessment
 
I would like to thank Marina Valli for her administrative support during the last year. Marina
knows everything (seriously!) and is always available for help when I have just another
question. Marina replaced Ben Lampe who had done the grad administration temporarily
after the retirement of Melissa Arthurton. Thank you, Marina! Stacy Hoxsey also did a
massive amount of work related to the recruitment and organization of on-campus visits.
Thank you, Stacy!
 

A.2. Degrees
 

We have excellent students in our program; everything is in good shape. The tanker is moving
on. Sharp maneuvers are not necessary at this point. The following students have announced
that they will graduate this AY (by the end of this summer): Kathleen Lowenstein (Bluhm)

https://grad.msu.edu/strategic-program-assessment
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and A.Y. Odedeyi (O'Rourke). Nic Cottone (Schwartzman) who won last years Varg-Sullivan
Award (CAL) defended her dissertation in December. Congratulations, Nic!!
 

A.3. Seminars
 

We had and will have less historical foundation seminars this and next year, but overall we
cover our strengths well. I am also happy to see Profs. Esquith and Fleck on the grad seminar
schedule. 

2024-25       
Katz (800/820), Hedrick (820), Lotz (850), Ferkany (840), O'Rourke/McClesky (830)
Dean (870)

2025-26
Douglas (800/880), ProSeminar

Responsibility in Science
Fleck (870)

Health Care Justice
Dean (840)

Ethics of Food and Eating
Lotz (820)

tbd 
Esquith (850)

Democracy
Ferkany (801)

Teaching Philosophy

A.3.1. Independent Studies
 

I am happy to report that the number of independent studies (phl 890) has gone down. We
offered six to eight independent studies on average between 2018 and 2022. There were
worries that this high number affects participation in our graduate seminars, that this was
related to the tensions within the grad community itself, and that it was caused by faculty
who left the department. These times are over. We offered zero in 2023-24 and a three in
2024-25.

 
A.4. Graduate Conference
 

Congratulations to the organizers of the conference, Matt Kelley, Rebecca Pincus and Reese
Haller, and all others who were involved in this conference [clapping in the background]! This
year there were two key note speakers. The conference celebrated what would have been
Malcolm X's 100th birthday. Here is Matt Kelley's report: "We organized the conference with
Candace Moore (PhD student in the College of Ed) and undergraduate philosophy student
Ashley Romo. We joined an international planning committee, MX100, that aimed to host 100
events in 2025 to celebrate Malcolm. We hosted attendees from the US mainland, Puerto
Rico, the UK, Turkey, South Africa, India, and Pakistan (someone even traveled the whole way
from South Africa). There were theologians, lawyers, historians, political theorists, and, of
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course, philosophers. Our presenters were mostly graduate students but also included
undergraduates, independent scholars, and junior faculty. We garnered substantial
institutional support, including funding from CAL and the Philosophy Department, the
College of Education, the Graduate School, and independent faculty donations. Our two
keynotes, Drs. Charisse Burden-Stelly and Akinyele Umoja, took place in the Erickson Kiva,
where Malcolm X himself spoke in 1963." 
 
I was in the audience for Qingxuan Pan's presentation "Decolonizing Diffusionism in Global
Health Research". I must say that the presentation was poised, clear, highly professional and
super interesting in terms of content. Wow!

 
B ADMISSIONS
 
B.1. Recruitment
 

We again made an extra effort to recruit new students this year. Luckily we received funds
from the college for our efforts. Thank you, CAL! I'd like to also thank faculty for their efforts! 

 
B.2. New Graduate Students
 

Curtain up! Here are our new graduate students! I am certain that Hannah, So Yoon, and
Jessica are a good fit to our program and will further enrich the good "vibe" that we have in
our grad student program right now.

Jessica Barth, f, she, MA Bioethics (The Berman Institute of Bioethics, John Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health)

cluster: bioethics and philosophy of medicine
writing sample: "An Expressive Theory of Plant-Based Diets”

So Yoon Kim, f, she, MA (Seoul National University)
cluster: social-political philosophy
writing sample: "Active Receptivity as the Subject’s Mode in Benjamin’s Early
Epistemology"

Hannah Scotch, f, she, BA (Bowdoin College)
cluster: bioethics/science
writing sample: "The Value of Vulnerable Connection: Trust and Autonomy in
Promoting Health Equity"

--> Jessica, So Yoon, Hannah: Welcome to our department!
 
B.3. Students 25-26 (graduating students are highlighted)
 

Name Cluster Concentra�on
or Cer�ficate
(where
applicable) 

AOS AOC Disserta�on
Topic/Title (dra�s) 

Arellano Science Indigenous
Studies,

Philosophy of
Science, Indigenous
Philosophy

Bioethics, interdisciplinary
theory, logic

Avoiding Technicism and
the Danger of Co-
Opta�on:
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Community
Engagement

Food Sovereignty
through Convergence as
an Agroecological
Knowledge Co-Crea�on
Methodology 

Barth (new) Bioethics     

Branding Social-Poli�cal Computer
Modelling, EEB

Philosophy of
Evolu�onary Biology

Logic, Ethics, Philosophy of
Science

 

Bussell Social-Poli�cal  Feminist Theory,
Social and Poli�cal
Philosophy

Social Epistemology, Ethical
Theory, Feminist Bioethics

 

Cleary Environmental  Philosophy of
Technology

Environmental Philosophy,
Con�nental Philosophy

 

Connor Social-Poli�cal EEB Social and Poli�cal
Philosophy 

Con�nental Philosophy,
Environmental Philosophy,
Animal Ethics 

 

Co�one Social-Poli�cal  Feminist Phil, Social &
Poli�cal Philosophy

Epistemology, Philosophy of
Disability

Rape Ideology: Social
Reproduc�on and
Marxist Cri�que 

Ginsburg Environmental Women's and
Gender Studies,
Double Major:
EEB

Environmental &
Animal Philosophy,
Feminist Philosophy,
Con�nental
Philosophy 

Social & Poli�cal Philosophy,
Bioethics, Philosophy of
Technology 

Nestedness, Maternality,
and Accompaniment:
Toward An Ethosophy of
Nidality 

Haller Social-Poli�cal  Social & Poli�cal
Philosophy,
Environmental
Philosophy, Africana
Philosophy 

Bioethics, Feminist Philosophy  

Halsne Social-Poli�cal Women's,
Gender, and
Sexuality Studies

Social and Poli�cal
Philosophy 

Feminist Philosophy, Cri�cal
Pedagogy, Decolonial Theory 

Materialist Theory of
Language

Hollingsworth Social-Poli�cal  Social and Poli�cal
Philosophy

20th Century Con�nental
Philosophy

Truth and the Problem of
Immediacy in Adorno

Kelley Social-Poli�cal  Philosophy of History Social and Poli�cal Philosophy
(esp. Philosophy of Race),
Con�nental Philosophy (esp.
Marx and Foucault) 

History and Cri�que

Kim (new) Social-Poli�cal     

Krieger Social-Poli�cal  Cri�cal Theory,
Phenomenology

Environmental Ethics,
Philosophy of Technology

 

LaRosa Science  Philosophy of
Science, Philosophy
of Technology

Applied Ethics, Trust,
Philosophy of Agriculture,
Ar�ficial Intelligence and
Society 

From Farm to DataTable:
Just and Trustworthy
Applica�ons of Ar�ficial
Intelligence in the
Agricultural Context 

Lowenstein Bioethics Philosophy and
Ethics of Health
Care

Bioethics Philosophy of psychiatry,
disability studies/mad studies 

 

Lynch Social-Poli�cal  Philosophy of History Con�nental Philosophy  

Michaud Social-Poli�cal
 

 Cri�cal Theory and
20th Century
Con�nental 

Feminist Philosophy and
Ethics of Care 

 

Pan Bioethics Graduate
Specializa�on in
Interna�onal
Development; 
Graduate
Cer�ficate in
Global Studies in
the Arts and
Humani�es 

Global Bioethics,
Science and Values

Applied Ethics, Poli�cal
Philosophy, Philosophy of
Science 

 

Peyton Social-Poli�cal  Moral Philosophy,
Cri�cal Theory

Ethics, 19th Century
Philosophy
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Pincus Social-Poli�cal  Feminist Philosophy,

Cri�cal Theory
Modern Philosophy  

Roberts Social-Poli�cal Women's,
Gender, and
Sexuality
Cer�ficate

Social and Poli�cal
Philosophy

Intersec�onal Social
Feminisms, Decolonial/Se�ler
Colonial Theory, and
Queer/Gender and Sexuality
Studies 

 

Scotch (new) Bioethics/Science     

Yomi-Odedeyi Social-Poli�cal Graduate
Cer�ficate in
College Teaching

Philosophy of race,
Social and Poli�cal
Philosophy, Women
of color and
Indigenous Feminist
Philosophy, Queer
Theory 

Poli�cal Philosophy, Feminist
bioethics, African-America
Poli�cal Philosophy 

A Huge Leap of Faith In
the Future”: Black
Feminist Iden�ty Poli�cs
as Praxis 

 
C AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS
 
Extraordinary Awards
 

Emily LaRosa received The King-Chávez-Parks (KCP) Initiative's Future Faculty Fellowship
(FFF). Established by the Michigan Legislature in 1986 and named in honor American civil
rights activists Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968), César Chávez (1927-1993), and Rosa Parks
(1913-2005), the King-Chávez-Parks (KCP) Initiative is comprised of seven different programs. 
The ultimate goal of these programs is to increase the number of Michigan’s most
educationally or economically disadvantaged citizens who have the opportunity to complete
college degrees and experience career success as active participants in a knowledge-based
global economy. 
 
Emily also received Honorable Mentions in the Outreach and Engagement Award category of
the Philosophy of Science Association. Congrats!
 
Peigton Connor and Blake Ginsburg received the 2024 and 2025 Somers Award for
Excellence in Teaching. The Somers Award aims to recognize exemplary graduate teaching
assistants who have demonstrated a commitment to excellence, innovation, and creativity in
undergraduate teaching. The nomination for this award was submitted by IAH students and
supported with additional material by the supervising professor.  This is evidence for the
teaching excellence of our graduate students. Wonderful! Congratulations to Peighton and
Blake!

 
Varg-Sullivan Award
 

No submissions this year 🙁 Faculty who work with students on publishing a paper or
encounter extraordinary papers in their seminars that could lead to publications should
encourage students to further work on these papers. Graduate students who published
papers can run for the Varg-Sullivan Award in the college. Please do not forget to let me
know!! The award (in letters) is given for the best publication or achievement of a graduate
student in any given year. It requires a nomination package and two letters. 
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SCRAM

  
None this year (which is not unusual), but given that some of our graduate students conduct
research abroad, we should make a case. Remember: the “Special College Research Abroad
Money” (SCRAM) fellowship is given to conduct research abroad over the summer.  Please do
not forget to let me know. I can't help if I do not know.

 
Philosophy Scholars Fellowships
 

This year we have two. Yeah!! Remember: [1] this fellowship improves the ability of our
graduate students to come up with high quality papers, [2] leads to a better understanding of
the difference between a seminar paper and a journal publication, and [3] strengthens
mentoring relationships between faculty and students. 
 
Peighton Connor will work with Matt Ferkany on "'Invasive Species' and our Moral
Requirements to Non-Human Animals and Ideals for Researchers. I could imagine that the
government will soon disallow 'apostrophes' around "invasive species" 😎 Resist! If you do
not know it yet: Peigthon is a PADI (Professional Association of Diving Instructor) Divemaster
and can talk to fish🦈. I swear! I am certain that Adorno would have been very interested in
the question of how fish talk (see above). Wait! Peigton is also a PADI AWARE Coral Reef
Conservation Specialist. Wow! 
 
As Peighton knows, I am afraid to enter any open water where I do not see the ground. It
freaks me out 😰 Is that a serious issue, seen from a psychoanalytic perspective, Prof.
Hedrick? Be that as it may, I play it safe. I follow the famous saying: my bathtub is my castle.
Why? I always see the ground. That's both Wittgensteinian (where the shovel bends) and
Hegelian (somehow metaphysical, I forgot).
 
Scott Peyton will work with Todd Hedrick on "Liberation, Aesthetics, and Necessity. On the
Influence of Friedrich Schiller on the Work of Herbert Marcuse." Schiller? Marcuse? Woahh! Go
Germans! I went a few years ago to Marcuse's grave which is located in Berlin in the famous
Dorotheenstädtischer Friedhof. The transferral of Marcuse's ashes to Berlin became a public
issue. More information can be found here. What's printed on Marcuse's grave stone?
Weitermachen! [Carry on] Here we go! It is happening in our department! We are becoming
Marcusian. Who would have thought? 
 
Also: do I sense that paper titles are becoming more classical again? Just remember
Qingxuan's paper titles! This is especially in this case odd, given that Schiller is well known for
his claim that the "human only plays when they are in the fullest sense of the word a human
being, and they are only fully human beings when they play." Let's see what Scott has to say
about Arendt's dismissal of play.

 
Philosophy Scholars Fellowships 2024 update
 

https://www.marcuse.org/herbert/newsevents/2003berlinburial/AshesArticleList037.htm
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Qingxuan Pan submitted her paper to the Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal last November.
Fingers crossed!

 
Summer Scholar Fellowship 2023 Update
 

Jonah Branding's paper "Recapitulation, Heredity, and Freud’s View of Human Nature" has
been published in Journal of the History of Biology, Vol 57, 403–422 (2024).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10739-024-09784-6. Freud, biology, recapitulation, heredity. I feel
already dizzy! Congratulations, Jonah!
 

Broader Impact Fellowships
 

No applications this year. We'll have more resources for the next years!
 
McCracken Award
 

Scott Peyton has been awarded the Charles McCracken 1965-1999 Memorial Award for the
best seminar paper written during an annual year by a 1st or 2nd year student. Is it Marcuse
again? You guessed it! Marcuse is everywhere! The topic is To Seek New and Subterranean
Gratifications’: Nietzsche and Marcuse on Sublimation, Repression, and Social Critique. Classic
title! Scott writes: "I argue that Nietzsche’s account of sublimation presents a normative
critique which emphasizes repression and psychological integration as key normative criteria
for evaluating various forms of sublimation, mirroring Marcuse’s more explicitly normative
account. I further argue that Nietzsche’s normative account is unsustainable without the
critical attention to the social conditions under which repression and sublimation arise which
Marcuse employs in his account." Man, that's classic, too!
 
I wonder whether Scott will escape with his papers on Marcuse the master's idea that
capitalism is characterized by the "performance principle." Moreover: is writing papers in
graduate seminars an authentic or a false need? To make this more complicated: are there
authentic false needs? In any case, we MSU philosophers follow the anarchist principle Act as
if you are already free! Weitermachen! The award amount is $250. We give out one award per
year. Congrats, Scott!

 
EPIP
 

Matt Kelley and Jonah Branding are the recipients of this year's EPIP (Engaged Philosophy
Internship Program). 
 
From Jonah's application: "Over the course of the last half-century, a crisis has emerged in the
life sciences: the received wisdom of  the Modern Synthesis—which holds that organisms
evolve primarily through individual-level processes  of random mutation and selection—is
unable to predict and explain an increasing variety of phenomena,  such as phylogenetically
conserved patterns of  development, niche construction, and epigenetic inheritance. [...] An
EPIP would allow me to complement this process through dialogue  with scientists working
on these issues, in a way that involves the co-production of novel research. Thus, an EPIP this

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10739-024-09784-6
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summer would come at an ideal time in my graduate career: it would not only provide
me with a clear direction for my dissertation, but would leave me having already
accomplished a great deal of  its necessary background work." 
 
From Matt Kelley's application: "I aim for an EPIP experience to provide me with an
opportunity to examine my philosophical  work in action by partnering with an organization
for which history is a resource for  understanding the world and the scope of social action
today. How does, for example, the Second Baptist Church of Boulder understand and
operationalize its history of survival in white supremacist society and Civil Rights resistance in
Colorado (indeed, Denver once had Klansmen in the governor’s and mayor’s offices at the
same time) for its self-perception and group goals today? Or: what relationship is there
between past and present such that Arapaho leaders push for their younger members to learn
their historic language and practices? An EPIP experience  with such organizations would
allow me to specify, modify, and deepen my philosophical findings. [...] As an intern, I would
be able to pose questions that get to the presuppositions of the work being done by my
partner. Do they, for instance, presume a direct connection between past and present
practice? What does change in that practice over time mean? Does the present advocacy
these organizations take on presume that social conditions in history are
inevitably improving, declining, or neither? What can be learned from the past, and what
limits are there to such learning?"

 
Degree Completion Fellowships
 

Degree Completion Fellowships (DCF) from the GradSchool have been awarded to Jonathan
Hollingsworth and Chase Halsne for 25-26. The award amount is $10,000 and relieves them
from one semester of teaching in order to finish their PhD degrees. The college pays for one
credit and health care. 
 
Remember: both Jonathan and Chase came in during Covid and did not meet anyone in
person for a long time. I guess, we are all happy that this time is over. 

 
CAL Summer Support Fellowships
 

Sean Cleary, Scott Peyton, Blake Ginsburg, Erik Lynch, and Qingxuan Pan received Summer
Support Fellowships from CAL for summer 25. That's again a record high number. Thank you
CAL!

 
Travel Awards

Weiterreisen! [travel on]. As we had a slightly lower number of travel applications this year, I
was able to distribute more on average. I was able to support expenses for an intensive
language course. Travel Funding Awards have been given to Jonah Branding (Bourdeaux
Summer School, Philosophy in Biology and Medicine), Gabi Bussell (North American Society
for Social Philosophy, University of Texas at El Paso), Sean Cleary, Ashley Krieger and Scott
Peyton, Jonathan Hollingsworth and Ashley Krieger (International Society for Environment
Ethics , Conference in Missoula, Montana) [Will Scott speak on Marcuse there? Let's check,
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OMG! Bugbee everywhere!]. Reese Haller (Biennial Conference of the Radical  Philosophy
Association, Salt Lake City, Utah), Emily LaRosa (Agriculture, Food and Human Values Society
Conference, Oregon  State University in Corvallis, OR,), Delphine Michaud (Society for
 Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy (SPEP), Rochester NY), Qingxuan Pan
(Conference of the European Society for  Philosophy of Medicine and Health Care,
Frankfurt/M, Germany). In addition, Scott Peyton will take a an intensive language course this
summer - so that he can finally read Marcuse in German! No, wait: Marcuse wrote his later
major works in English... Weitermachen! 

Happy travels!

D MILESTONES
 
Comps
 

Hooray! Emily LaRosa, Cristóbal Arellano, and Reese Haller passed comps.
Congratulations! Jonah Branding should hear soon about the results. 

 
Prospectus

  
Will be updated at the end of this summer

 
Dissertations
 

Will be updated at the end of this summer
 
E INDIVIDUAL HIGHLIGHTS
 
Cristóbal Arellano
 
Workshops

UC Merced Workshop in Science, Values, and Policy

Presentations 

Newberry Consortium for American Indian Studies Conference
Philosophy in the Wild Conference; this is a low-tech, stomping around in the woods of
Maryland philosophy conference focused on the environment 
Environmental Humanities Congress: Indiana Dunes, Calumet Region, & the Great Lakes 
International Association for Environmental Philosophy 2025 Conference  

Conference Organization

MSU American Indian and Indigenous Studies Graduate Symposium 

Outreach
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Outreach coordinator for MSU’s Indigenous Graduate Student Collective (IGSC). This work
focuses on collaboration with the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College. The projects are related
to Mshkikiikaan, the Tribe’s food sovereignty garden, and support for other endeavors at the
Tribe’s cultural museum, Ziibiwing. 
IGSC has also been working with the Native American and Indigenous Student Organization
(NAISO) on programming geared toward mentoring MSU’s Native and Indigenous
undergraduate students 
American Indian and Indigenous Studies Graduate Symposium Organizing Committee  
My partner and I founded a 501(C)(3) nonprofit, the Michigan Aynoka Project, where we’ve
been developing an urban agroecology demonstration garden and have been building up
infrastructure to address food insecurity for vulnerable communities in Lansing (most of this
has focused on the unhoused population in collaboration with Punks with Lunch) 
Elected to serve (in a capacity yet to be determined) on the Fenner Nature Center’s board of
directors   

2025-2026 Goals

Drinking rosé on my patio
Successfully completing the Intensive Portuguese courses I am taking in Fall & Spring 
Dissertation writing

Jonah Branding
 
Publications

My '23 summer scholars paper, "Recapitulation, heredity, and Freud's view of human nature,"
was published in Journal of the History of Biology. [see above]

Presentations

Me and Matt Ferkany presented our paper "From biology to moral realism?: No real pathway"
at The Central APA (now under review at the Southern Journal of Philosophy). 

Awards

EPIP (see above)

Workshops
 

I will be working with Fridolin Gross on a project on the history of the concept of cell types, at
the ImmunoConcEpT lab at the University of Bordeaux.

Certifications

I (will have, in a couple of weeks) completed the last of my requirements for a graduate
certificate in Computational Modeling and Data Analysis.

Teaching
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I taught my first independent class, PHL 130: Reasoning and Argumentation.

Gabi Bussell
 
Summer School

I attended the Critical Theory Summer School at Humboldt-Universität in Berlin in July of
2024. The topic was Social Critique and Economics.

Presentations

My paper "SWERFs, Prudes, and 'Carceral Feminists': A Critical Examination of the Rhetoric
Used Against Sex Trade Abolitionists" was accepted into the Forty-Second International Social
Philosophy Conference entitled "Crossing Borders, Building Bridges: Social Philosophies in
Times of Crisis" at the University of Texas in El Paso, TX and the Universidad Autónoma in
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. The topic for the conference is "Crossing Boarders, Building Bridges." 

Sean Cleary
 
Presentations

I will be presenting as part of a panel at the International Society for Environmental Ethics
summer meeting in Missoula, MT. The panel will be centered around the work of Henry
Bugbee.

Awards

CAL summer support fellowship

 
Peigthon Connor
 
Conferences

North Carolina Philosophical Society
Hermeneutical Rationality and the Future of the Humanities 

Awards

2024 The Somers Award for Excellence in Teaching
Summer Scholars Award 2025 

Certificates: 

I earned various certificates whilst in Utila (SCRAM last year), the two that correlate the most
to my research are PADI Divemaster and PADI AWARE Coral Reef Conservation Specialty.
Divemaster is the first professional level in the PADI system. The AWARE Coral Reef
Conservation Specialty is a certificate that teaches how to help conserve coral reefs.

Plans for 25/26 AY: 
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For the 25/26 AY I hope to finish my comprehensive exams and turn in dissertation
prospectus and enter the dissertation stage.

Jonathan Hollingsworth
 
Awards

DCF (see above)

Matt Kelley
 
Happy to share with the department that I got married in September to Becca Mitchell, MSU Broad
PhD and that Becca and I got a dog. We named that dog Kedzie (photo attached. We thought about
naming him "South Kedzie" but decided against it).

 

 
Emily LaRosa
 
Talks and workshops

“Agricultural AI and Ethics: Information Frameworks and Their Role.” Summit for Artificial
Intelligence Leadership National Science Foundation Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, USA.
“Responsible AI and Trust.” (November 5) Keynote Speech, ExpandAI TXST Center for
Analytics and Data Science, Texas State University, virtual. 
“AI and Campaigns: Use and Misuse.” (October 29) Foley Institute, Washington State
University, Pullman, WA.
Workshop, Ethics and Trustworthiness at SAIL, NSF AI Institutes (closed) (October 7), SAIL,
Pittsburgh, PA.
“Information Framework and Agricultural AI.” AgAID, NSF AI Institute (October 4), online. 
Workshop on Sociotechnical Systems, Roundtable (closed) (September 17-20), STS, Vancouver,
CAN.   

Conference participations (including those just awarded)

“Ethical Boundaries in the Use of Private and Public Information for Deepfake Creation” (w/
Sherri Lynn Conklin) – National Symposium on Equitable AI, Morgan State University,
Baltimore, MD, USA. 
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“Apples, AI, and Applied Theory: an Appropriate Approach to AI System Transparency.”
American Philosophical Association – Central. Virtual.
“Agricultural AI and Ethics: Information Frameworks and Their Role.” Summit for Artificial
Intelligence Leadership National Science Foundation Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, USA.
“Farm to DataTable: An Exploration into the Societal Interconnectivity of Autonomous
Technologies and Agricultural Life.” Agriculture, Food and Human Values Society – Association
for the Study of Food and Society Conference Right to Food – Food as Commons, SUNY ESF,
Syracuse, NY, USA.   

Awards 

King-Chavez-Parks Fellowship, State of Michigan (2025-2026, $35,000 annually)
Public Philosophy Network Early Career Excellence Award (2025)  

Kathleen Lowenstein
 
Academic

Hired as Associate Editor of the Public Philosophy Journal at the University of Oregon 

Presentations

14th Annual Midwestern Medical Humanities Conference
Too Mad to Be True III- The Paradoxes of Madness (philosophy and Mad Studies conference)
International Society for Psychological and Social Approaches to Psychosis US Chapter Annual
Conference
8th Public Philosophy Network Conference in October 2025 (forthcoming)

Qingxuan Pan
 
Conference presentation

"Decolonizing Diffusionism in Global Health Research" at the 2025 Malcolm X Centennial
Conference (see above)

Awards

Selected for membership in the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi; attended the 2025 PKP
annual initiation ceremony 
Summer Support Fellowship

Scott Peyton
 
Presentations

DePaul University's Graduate Philosophy Conference on Foucault and the Frankfurt School,
presenting my paper "Liberation, Aesthetics, and Necessity: On the Influence of Friedrich
Schiller on the work of Herbert Marcuse."
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I will be presenting as a panel at the International Society for Environmental Ethics conference
in Missoula Montana. We will be delivering presentations on the work of Henry Bugbee. 

Awards

McCracken Prize (see above)
Summer Scholars Fellowship (see above)

 
Forza!
Christian 🤡
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Christian Lotz

 Professor of Philosophy
Associate Chair and Director of the Graduate Program
Core Faculty of the Center for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies (CERES)
Affiliated Faculty Global Studies 
Department of Philosophy, Michigan State University

 368 Farm Ln, rm 503, South Kedzie Hall, East Lansing, MI 48824
 dept 517.355.4490 | fax 517.355.1320 | cell 734.678.1453

 web: christianlotz.info | Academia | meetings: Teams | Zoom 
students: book meetings here: https://calendly.com/christianlotz
 
"There is a fire that wants to burst forth, and could not care less about what we are doing up here" (Werner Herzog about
volcanoes)
 
 
 

https://philosophy.msu.edu/graduate/
https://ceres.isp.msu.edu/
https://globalstudies.msu.edu/
https://philosophy.msu.edu/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OGViNTYxMzAtODNjMS00NmY3LWI1NDctODZkMTA2MTAwODk4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2222177130-642f-41d9-9211-74237ad5687d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d1aa0df6-6e79-4f2f-8072-9f118e882999%22%7d
https://msu.zoom.us/my/christianlotz
https://calendly.com/christianlotz

